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Italian cipher, the Russians handling French and English despatches, 
and so forth. 

We find in this volume the discussion of two very important events, 
described in such detail as never before: first, the mission of Delcasse 
to Russia, which was the crowning point of that statesman's career, and 
did more than anything else to bring about the conflict with Germany. 
After it came the consummation of the naval agreement between France 
and Russia, so little known to the outside world. Secondly, the incidents 
connected with the tsar's visit to Potsdam in 1910 and the great alarm 
created by it in French government circles; the Russian explanations were 
really very ingenious. 

We repeat it, no modern historian will be able to avoid the careful 
study of this book. The second volume will probably contain even more 
important material. 

S. A. Korff. 

China at the Conference: a Report. By Westel W. Willoughby, 
Professor of Political Science in the Johns Hopkins University. 
(Baltimore : Johns Hopkins Press. 1922. Pp. xvi, 419. $3.00.) 

Professor Willoughby's book is offered merely as a "report" of af- 
fairs Chinese at the recent Washington Conference. It deals exclusively 
with the matters in which China was directly concerned. The Siberian 
question is referred to only once. The method is to bring together from 
the records, chiefly from the published documents and communiques, the 
salient points in the proposals, discussions, and decisions on every topic 
from tariff autonomy to the Twenty-one Demands. The volume is a 
digest and a handbook in which the reader will find topically classified 
a large amount of information which otherwise can be obtained only by 
much search and study. It is well to note that Senate Document no. 126, 
67 Cong., 2 sess., the first official report of the Conference and the docu- 
ment upon which most of Dr. Willoughby's quotations and citations are 
based, is now being re-edited with a view to republication by the Depart- 
ment of State. The new document will offer interesting comparisons with 
no. 126, which contained some material inadvertently published and also 
had inaccuracies and omissions. Not the least important of Professor 
Willoughby's documentary material is a digest of the preliminary cor- 
respondence in which the author hints at the evidence that the origin of 
the Conference was in London rather than in Washington. 

China at the Conference is, however, more than a report. It is an 
interpretation. Without passing over into the field of propaganda where 
the Japanese and British advocates in the public press during the Con- 
ference won such ephemeral triumphs, Professor Willoughby has given a 
dispassionate, severely restrained, and documented interpretation of the 
exact status of China at the beginning of the Conference, its contentions, 
its defeats, and its achievements. The author does not share the pes- 
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simism of many popular advocates of China's case. " It is certain that 
China obtained all, and possibly more than, it was reasonable to expect 
that under the existing circumstances she would be able to obtain ", states 
Professor Willoughby (p. 333). 

While the book makes no pretense to literary art it is by no means dull. 
The brilliant repartee of the Chinese delegates, particularly of Minister 
Sze, with which are contrasted the artful evasions of the British and 
French delegates and the stark trickery of the Japanese who rarely made 
a concession without what might later be used as a nullifying qualifica- 
tion, enlivens the pages and supports a dramatic interest. The frank, 
open, and ever courteous diplomatic technique of Sze and Koo is not of 
the sort which leads to war. One cannot say as much for the methods of 
most of their elder colleagues. The recent diplomacy of China belongs to 
the future ; that of the " Powers ", we may hope, belongs to the past. At 
any rate, the Chinese could not have adopted a policy which in the long run 
would be more likely to win the confidence of peoples, as distinguished 
from diplomatic representatives, and Professor Willoughby, abandoning 
as he does all efforts to gloss over unpleasant facts or to distort the case 
for his client, could not have adopted a plan for his book which would 
be more likely to assure among American students a sympathetic attitude 
toward China's present prostration. China at the Conference is not 
propaganda. It does not therefore belong in the class with almost every- 
thing which in the last few years has been written on the East, but the 
book does contain all that is legitimate in propaganda — a cold, judicial, 
even critical, setting-forth of the facts. 

Tyler Dennett. 
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Correspondence of Sir John Macdonald, First Prime Minister of the 
Dominion of Canada. Edited by his Literary Executor, Sir 
Joseph Pope. (Toronto: Oxford University Press; Garden 
City, N. Y. : Doubleday, Page, and Company. 1921. Pp. xxv, 
502. $5.00.) 

Sir John Macdonald was born in 1815 and died Prime Minister of 
Canada in 1891. He was in active political life for half a century. 
During his lifetime a number of transient biographies were written. 
The authoritative Life by his secretary, Sir Joseph Pope, published in 
1894, was followed by a shorter sketch, The Day of Sir John Macdon- 
ald, by the same author in the series of the Chronicles of Canada. The 
vast collection of papers of Sir John Macdonald has been deposited in 
the Canadian Archives at Ottawa. Sir Joseph Pope now supplements 
his biography by this volume of extracts from his chief's correspondence. 
It cannot be said to throw much further light on the history of Canada. 
Some of the letters are merely formal official communications. But 



